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North Puget Sound League Delivers “the 3 C’s”  
to Western Washington Youth Select Teams During Fall 2011 

NPSL Delivers Unmatched Competition combined with Convenience and Cost 

BOTHELL, WA – December 12, 2011 – The member clubs and youth soccer associations of Washington 

Youth Soccer’s District I and II, in partnership with the participating clubs and teams from Districts III and 

IV are excited to report that the North Puget Sound League (NPSL) has again set the standard for an 

unparalleled combination of Competition, Convenience and Cost for select league play in Washington. 

Three months ago the NPSL Fall 2011 season kicked off coming off strong back-to-back 20%+ 

participation level league growth rates since its founding in 2009. NPSL member team participation has 

now surged to nearly 300 teams.  NPSL teams experienced tremendous state cup achievements in 2010. 

Over 87% of last year’s NPSL league champions returned this fall.  Additionally, 90% of the 32 NPSL 

teams returned which were 2010 Washington Youth Soccer State Cup Champions, Finalists or Semi-

Finalists (in the Founders and Challenge Cups).  The league is now excited to announce that its member-

driven league has delivered yet again, this time in the area of competitive league matches. 

COMPETITIVE -- Most Competitive Select League on Match Days 

With over 4,040 matches played at ages U11-U14 over the last twelve (12) weeks of league play in the 

Washington Youth Soccer’s NPSL, the US Club Soccer’s Puget Sound Premier League (PSPL) and the 

Washington Youth Soccer’s Regional Club League (RCL), the NPSL is pleased report it has recorded the 

lowest average goal differentiation in all matches played. Logging a superior match average goal 

differential (GD) of 1.26 compared to the PSPL’s GD of 1.63, the NPSL has delivered matches that are 

30% more competitive than the PSPL.  What is more impressive is the NPSL has led in this head-to-head 

league statistic every week during fall competition.  In comparison, the RCL has delivered an average GD 

of 1.33, quite comparable to the NPSL.  Washington Youth Soccer BU14-BU19 State League delivered an 

average GD of 1.58. 

Table 1: Competitive Select League Average Goal Differentials (4,366 matches over 12 weeks of play)   

Select League 
 

Ages 
Average Match  

Goal Differentials 

North Puget Sound League (USYSA / Washington Youth Soccer) U11-U14 1.26 

Regional Club League: All Divisions (USYSA / Washington Youth Soccer) U11-U14 1.33 

Regional Club League: Top Division (USYSA / Washington Youth Soccer) U11-U14 1.39 

Regional Club League: Bottom Division (USYSA / Washington Youth Soccer) U11-U14 1.45 

State League (USYSA / Washington Youth Soccer) BU14-BU19 1.58 

Puget Sound Premier League (US Club Soccer) U11-U14 1.63 
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Yousef Habash, NPSL Director of Competition explained, ά¢ƘŜ bt{[ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ solely on the select 

tier of play and creating the optimal match experience for these teams and clubs.  Competitive matches 

are a HUGE element of this delivery.  Teams want quality matches on game day.  Since its inception, the 

NPSL has strived to create an optimal competitive environment for our select teams. These statistics 

confirm that the NPSL has ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƻ ƴƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀƳǎΦέ 

CONVENIENT -- Most Convenient Select League for Match Play 

Adhering to one of its founding principle of regionalized play that supports family-friendly convenience, 

the NPSL continues to maintain the highest team density for match play.  The number of select teams 

playing in the NPSL league has now surged towards 280 teams, most in a close geographic region. By 

maintaining high team density in its region and having become the largest non-premier competitive 

youth soccer league for fall play in the state (inclusive of US Club Soccer and US Youth Soccer), the NPSL 

has been able to deliver the shortest average travel commutes to matches. This gives back to the NPSL 

families the one element that is in shortest supply … weekend time! 

Table 2: League Coverage  

Select League Boundaries Coverage 

North Puget Sound League Western Washington (Bellingham to Olympia) Regional 

Regional Club League Statewide State 

State League Statewide State 

Puget Sound Premier League Statewide (from Western Washington East to Pasco) State 

 

COST -- Most Economical Select League 

The NPSL continues to be the most economical select league. The registration fees are between one 

third and one quarter the cost of other competitive select-only youth soccer leagues.  This is by design.  

The NPSL’s 100% volunteer-powered delivery model leverages the vast pool of resources that drive the 

member clubs and associations of Washington Youth Soccer.  This volunteer energy combined with 

reinvestment of league registration income back into automation of league management systems has 

kept the NPSL operating costs to the absolute minimum for a competitive select league.  When this 

economical league delivery is paired with the much lower travel costs, it represents the greatest value in 

competitive youth select soccer play in Washington Youth.  The comparative savings per NPSL member 

team … inclusive of league registration as well as team travel expenditures over the course of the fall 

league play … can be into the thousands of dollars. 
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The NPSL leadership recognizes that, as administrators of a youth program that is a discretionary 

expense for families, its decisions need to respect these difficult times for participating families.  Youth 

sports can be a reprieve from the stresses our workweek and the economic challenges in today’s world.  

The NPSL takes this obligation very seriously by maintaining a select competitive league that is 100% 

volunteer-powered, by keeping overhead to a minimum and by restricting travel to that necessary to 

realize competitive matches. 

With the registration deadline for the NPSL Winter Older Girls League fast approaching, the league is 

excited to continue on its quest to deliver the “3 C’s” to Western Washington participating select clubs 

and teams!  NPSL Winter Older Girls League registration concludes December 1st.  To register, please go 

to: http://www.northpugetsoundleague.org. 

About the North Puget Sound League 

North Puget Sound League (NPSL) is a Washington Youth Soccer-sanctioned, competitive youth soccer 

league that is a partnership of Washington Youth Soccer’s District I and District II and their eleven youth 

soccer associations comprising over 57,000 youth soccer players.  NPSL’s mission is to supply a 

competitive venue to its teams that makes geographic sense and is not limited by District or Association 

boundaries, is economical in both cost and time, and ensures “like or comparable” competition.  League 

website: http://www.northpugetsoundleague.org.  For more information, contact 

info@northpugetsoundleague.org. 

http://www.northpugetsoundleague.org/
http://www.northpugetsoundleague.org/
mailto:info@northpugetsoundleague.org

